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the bishop. In any case, Rome supported
Wilfrid against Canterbury, but quite in vain.
The English kings were on Theodore's side,
and Wilfrid, after long struggles and exiles,
in one of which he converted the last pagans
in England, those of Sussex and the Isle of
Wight, had finally to submit to a humiliating
compromise. Theodore had his way. He
also succeeded for a moment in establishing a
true union of the English Church, in the form
of councils to be held annually. But this
was in advance of his time and quickly broke
down; while he failed in his advocacy of a
scheme, for which England even now is not
ripe, that the number of bishoprics should
increase regularly with the number of Chris-
tians. Neither kings nor bishops nor the
English at large wished for the bureaucratic
episcopacy of the Roman Empire. This
purpose of a united Church was finally
thwarted when in 735 the Northumbrians
raised the bishopric of York to an archbishop-
ric, witk a province of its own. Since then,
save on rare and irregular occasions, as when
Cardinal Wolsey, as Papal legate, presided
over a council of both provinces, there has
been no attempt to bring all England together
for Church purposes till the creation in 1904
of the " Representative Church Council,"